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of the portrait; for you yourself will judge when
you see it that it is alive, and nothing could be a
better likeness. I wish, too, that her character
could be drawn as you know it, it is your work
and mine; believe me, with all my heart affectionately
yours."

His daughter's marriage with the Due de
Bourbon, prince of the blood, first minister of the
kingdom, seemed to Stanislas an unhoped-for good
fortune, and overwhelmed him with joy. After
a fairly long journey the eagerly awaited portrait
arrived amidst great excitement. It was no longer
a question of the Duke's marriage but of Louis X Vs.
They were looking for a suitable match, the picture
of the Polish princess came just at the right time
to recall her existence.

Now the king was consulting the work of
Pierre Gobert; the youth of fifteen, whose shyness
of women used to astonish the Court, who had
been unfeignedly glad to see the departure of the
Infanta, seemed to be accepting without a tremor
the idea of marrying an unknown girl; and heard
Marshal de Villars sing the praises of Marie
Leczinska. His heart, thirsty for love and eager
to love someone who would understand him, a
storehouse of unsatisfied emotions, demanded a
deep affection, an affection that the -world could
not give him, an affection quite untouched by
calculating motives, ambition or flattery. Being
reflective, a merciless psychologist, accustomed to
judge men according to their worth, to baffle
wiles and calculations, to discern the motive of